

















man. Abraham Lincoln, to still these turbulent
waters and to say that the Union should be pre-
served. with slavery if he eould but without slavery
if need be. It is that high standard of patriotism
this country must have in all its electors if our
republican form of government is to be perpetuated.

It is well known that all the Latin races, by reason
of their temperamental conditions, are excitable and
emotional. Wherever they have attempted republi-
can forms of government, revolutions have been fre-
quent. We call in witness the republics of Central
and South America.

It has been said if woman suffrage should become
universal in the United States that in times of
great excitement arising out of sectional questions
or local conditions, this country would be in danger
of State insurrections and seditions and that, in
less than a hundred years, revolutions would oceur
and our republican form of government would come
to an end. The United States should guard against
emotional suffrage. What we need is to put more
logic and less feeling into public affairs.

This country has already extended suffrage beyond
reasonable bounds. Instead of enlarging it, there
are strong reasons why it should be curtailed. It
would have been better for wise and safe govern-
ment and the welfare of all the people if there had

been some reasonable standard of fitness for the
ballot,
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During the intense feeling and turbulent condi-
tions growing out of the Civil War, suffrage was so
extended that many of the Southern states were
turned over to the political control of those not suffi-
ciently informed to conduct good government. It
has taken half a century of strenuous effort to cor-
rect that mistake. The granting of universal woman
suffrage would greatly increase the existing evil and
put it beyond the possibility of correction except by
an ultimate revolution.

We hear it frequently stated that there is no argu-
ment against woman suffrage except sentiment. We
ean reply with equal force that there is no argument
for woman suffrage except sentiment, and that often
misguided and uninformed. Some suffragists insist
that if woman suffrage became universal ‘it would
set in motion the machinery of an earthly paradise.”
It was a woman of high standing in the literary and
journalistic field who answered: ‘It is my opinion
it would let loose the wheels of purgatory.”’

Some suffragists insist that they want the privilege
of voting for the purpose of making better laws. We
challenge them to name a state where woman suf-
frage prevails that has better laws for both men and
women than the man-made laws of Nebraska.

Suffragists frequently ask the question, “If we
want to vote why should other people object?’” If it
is wrong, they should not ask it, any more than they
should ask the privilege of committing a erime. If
it is a wrong against the state, every other man and
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woman has a right to objeet and it is their duty to
ohject.

There always have been brilliant women as well
as brilliant men, but that brilliancy did not have its
birthright in suffrage. We may value paintings and
sculpture and musical compositions just as we prize
volumes of poetry upon their individual merits, with-
out discrimination or inguiry whether the painter,
the sculptor, the composer or the poet is a man or a
woman. Yet the world has never known a genius in
any of these vocations who has exhibited the quali-
ties of statesmanship. It is only in countries where
man has hewed the way to governmental and relig-
ious freedom that woman has risen to independence
and greatness.

““There are spheres in which feeling should be
paramount. There are kingdoms in which the heart
should reign supreme. That kingdom belongs to
woman—the realm of sentiment, the realm of love,
the realm of gentler and holier and kindlier attri-
butes, that make the name of wife, mother and sister
next to the name of God himself.”” But it is not in
harmony with suffrage and has no place in govern-
ment.

We submit these considerations in all eandor to
the men of this State. Ultimately the decision of
this question at the polls is a man’s question. We
ask your co-operation. We request all persons wish-
ing to join this Association to communicate with Mr.,
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J. B. Haynes, Secretary, 748 Omaha National Bank
Building, Omaha, Nebragka. We likewige urge that
L local organizations be formed.

Omaha, Nebraska, .J uly 6, 1914,

i Signed by:
_ Josera H, Mirrarp

Joux A. McSuaxg
Jorn Lee Wesster
- Lureer Drake
Joan €, Cowrn
Wiiam F. Gurrey
[ Wintiam D, McHuan
L Frank T. Hamrmuron
| WiLriam Warrnace
Jouxy A, Muxros
Frank Boyp
Gerrrr Fort
JoserH BARKER
L' Epwarp P. Prex
Hexry W. Yares
Mmroxn C. Perers
Wiriiam H, Koexia
W. H. Bucnonz
Frep H. Davis
BeExsamix S. BAgEer
L. F. Croroor
b E. E. Bruor
Grorae W, HovLprecs
Frep A. Nasu
Nzergon H. Loomis
Epson Rior
Frank B. Jornson
Tromas C. Byrye
Rev. Tros, J. Mackay
Rev. Jouxy WiLLiams
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